Submission to the Council of Europe’s
Commissioner for Human Rights, Nils
Muižnieks, concerning the shooting dead of
sisters Dorothy Maguire & Maura Meehan by
British soldiers, October 23rd 1971, West
Belfast

Dorothy Maguire & Maura Meehan

Relatives for Justice (RFJ) are pleased to work alongside Sinn Féin MEP
Martina Anderson in supporting the Maguire/Meehan family in compiling this
submission in respect to the killing of their loved ones.
Martina Anderson MEP has enabled several delegations of families bereaved in
the conflict in Ireland, who have experienced egregious human rights violations
that have yet to be accounted for, to visit the European Parliaments in Brussels
and Strasbourg and to meet and lobby MEPs concerning addressing the legacy of
the past in Ireland and between Britain and Ireland. In particular the clear
message has been about addressing legacy for ALL victims through the creation
of an inclusive and independent mechanism with full accountability from all
actors to the conflict.
This, we believe, can only be achieved via an Article 2 compliant investigative
mechanism in which the UK meets its legal obligations under the Convention by
upholding the rights of citizens bereaved to have, for the first time, independent
investigations into the killings of their loved ones.
The legacy of impunity for State and State sponsored violence has also been a
core theme of these delegations given that the UK government has invested huge
resources and energy to prevent any independent scrutiny of their role in
hundreds of killings by its armed forces; and indeed in hundreds of killings
through collusion with illegal paramilitaries. Paradoxically the UK has used and
continues to use a lack of resources argument for delays in holding inquests and
conducting other investigative work concerning controversial State killings.
Martina Anderson has also facilitated meetings with various international
human rights agencies, the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights
Nils Muižnieks, including his senior staff, and the Department for the Execution
of Judgments of the European Court on Human Rights that supervises members
States following judgments from the Court. As MEP Martina also secured a visit
to the North of Ireland by Commissioner Muižnieks in November 2014 where he
addressed a major conference on legacy, human rights and Article 2
responsibilities.1
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-29941766
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Sinn Féin MEP Martina Anderson along with party members & lead negotiator on legacy, bereaved
relatives, NGO’s & human rights lawyer (April 2016)

Annemarie & Michael Maguire (niece and brother of Dorothy & Maura) pictured with the North’s
joint First Minister Martin McGuinness MLA (2015) & also Annemarie with Martina Anderson MEP
(2016)

Margaret Kennedy, daughter of Maura Meehan, speaking at an RFJ conference on International
Human Rights Day, December 10th 2014
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Relatives for Justice was established in 1991 by the relatives of people killed by
British soldiers, members of the RUC and by loyalist paramilitary organisations
in circumstances where collusion with State forces is evidenced and suspected.
Today RFJ’s holistic support and advocacy services extend to the bereaved and
injured of all participants to the conflict. RFJ aims to provide appropriate
therapeutic and developmental based support for the bereaved and injured of
the conflict within a safe environment. It seeks to examine and develop
transitional justice and truth recovery mechanisms assisting with individual
healing, contributing to positive societal change, ensuring the effective
promotion and protection of human rights, social justice, and reconciliation in
the context of an emerging participative democracy post conflict.2
RFJ has supported its members as they negotiate various legal and investigative
mechanisms dealing with their loss. This has involved:
• Documentation and analysis of information related to incidents;
• Publishing case studies and putting information in the public domain;
• Referring and supporting families to engage qualified solicitors for legal
advice;
• Accompanying families to attend trials, hearings, inquests and other legal
processes;
• Supporting families and clients in engagement with investigative
mechanisms such as criminal investigations by the Police Service of NI
(PSNI), case reviews by the Historical Enquiries Team (HET), investigations
into complaints against the police by the Office of the Police Ombudsman
of NI (OPONI);
• Engaging the relevant public authorities and criminal justice agencies
south of the border in an all island context concerning conflict related
killings and incidents occurring in that part of the jurisdiction;
• Engaging with the Public Prosecution Service (PPS) concerning historic
cases;
• Engaging and making applications to the office of the Attorney General
concerning historic cases for either referral to the PPS or for fresh
inquests;
• Providing public commentary on clients’ and families’ perspectives;
• Informing the international community of the difficulties involved in
holding the British State and its agencies to account for the deaths it has
caused or facilitated.
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See www.relativesforjustice.com
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Introduction
The following submission concerns the shooting dead of two sisters, Maura
Meehan and Dorothy Maguire, by British soldiers in the early hours of October
23rd 1971, Belfast. The sisters were back seat passengers in a car at the time and
despite claims by soldiers that they were armed and had fired upon them,
evidence that they were unarmed is, in RFJ’s view, incontrovertible. Maura
Meehan and Dorothy Maguire were well known to British soldiers. Maura
Meehan was the founding member and leader of the Women’s Action Committee
(WAC) in Belfast. At the time of the killings the Maguire family were a wellknown and highly respected republican family in Belfast and beyond with their
father being interned in the 1940/50’s. Maura Meehan and Dorothy Maguire
were also members of Cumann na mBan, the women’s section of the IRA.
At the time of their killings the women were not on what would commonly be
referred to as ‘Active Service’ on behalf of the IRA in that they were not on an
operational mission on behalf of that organisation. Indeed they were not on any
mission other than to alert local people of British army raids on homes in their
neighbourhood. It would be normal practice for the IRA to always claim its
Volunteers killed on Active Service through official statements saying that they
were killed whilst engaging enemy forces. No such statement has ever been
made, even with the passage of time. The IRA stated at the time Maura Meehan
and Dorothy Maguire, whilst members of Cumann na mBhan, were not on Active
Service, including that none of the organisations weapons had been taken from
its secured arms dumps.
The submission should be read in conjunction with a publication penned by
Rosaleen Walsh in 1999 and supported by Relatives for Justice (RFJ) entitled
Bridget’s Daughters (enclosed). The publication includes statements from eight
British soldiers, police (RUC), Royal Military Police (RMP), and two civilian
defendants/witnesses who were also in the car when it was fired on. A full copy
of the inquest proceedings that took place a month after the trial is also enclosed
with the autopsy report.
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The political context of the time
West Belfast is a predominantly Catholic area within the city within the North
moreover having areas populated and defined as either Catholic
(nationalist/republican) or Protestant (unionist/loyalist). Religious and political
traditions were demographically separate, with that separation being more so
after the partition of Ireland following the Irish War of Independence against
British occupation. In the partitioned North (Northern Ireland) Irish nationalists
were a minority to their British unionist counterparts who governed over them
through a one party (unionist) government where inequality and discrimination
was openly practiced and encouraged especially in relation to housing allocation
and employment. Internment of nationalists and republicans too took place in
every decade since partition, the last being 1971. Catholics were treated at best
with suspicion. In addition ensuing sectarian pogroms against Catholics, often
led by elements of the police (RUC), became a reality of life whenever
nationalists sought to raise their plight or to pursue civil rights.3 The RUC was
exclusively unionist and over 90 percent Protestant.
The peaceful Civil Rights protests of 1968 in the North were met with violence
from the RUC accompanied by loyalist mobs.4 Large numbers of Catholics were
forced to leave areas that were either mostly populated by their Protestant
neighbours, or where small pockets of Catholics lived on the fringes of Protestant
areas. Most sought sanctuary in areas such as West Belfast. However, even
within West Belfast there was no guarantee of safety.5 At the time this was the
largest migration of people in Europe since the Second World War. Others
sought safety south of the Border.6
British soldiers were deployed to the North by the London government on
August 14th 19697 and were briefly welcomed as they provided immediate relief
from the regular incursions by the RUC and loyalists who had entered the heart
of West Belfast shooting dead several people, including a nine year-old boy,
Patrick Rooney, as he and his family huddled into a bedroom in their home for
safety. Many others were injured. However, this welcome soon ended, as the key
objective of the military presence was to prop up the unionist regime and assist
the RUC in gaining control.
Into this environment the IRA, which until that period had been virtually inactive
and consisting of a Dublin based leadership, were unable to respond to protect
vulnerable areas in the North and were ridiculed. They had also sent the few
weapons they had to the Free Welsh Army. A newer generation of people sought
to defend areas and joined the IRA. However, tensions within the organisation
led to a split in 1969 and by 1970 the Provisional IRA was formed.8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6eag30rXgdU
http://www.museumoffreederry.org/history-burntollet01.html
5http://www.bbc.co.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/stories/2011/02_february/28/bomb
ay_street.shtml
6 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibhnhqB02A8
7http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/august/14/newsid_4075000/4075
437.stm
3
4

8

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provisional_Irish_Republican_Army
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The killings of Dorothy Maguire & Maura Meehan
The Streets of the Lower Falls area, where the killings took place (Cape Street a
film clip of the street from 1959 9), are closely clustered and very narrow with
small and often overcrowded terraced two bedroom homes, with outside toilets,
and generally in poor condition being originally built around the linen Mills for
workers and their families. They have since, for the most part, been demolished
and replaced with more modern homes. (A picture of the houses and area is on
page 77 of the booklet).
In the early hours of October 23rd 1971 a large number of British soldiers, totally
7510, from the Royal Green Jackets regiment were deployed in armoured
personnel carriers into Cape St. and the surrounding streets in the lower Falls
Rd. area of West Belfast. (Map contained within the accompanying booklet on the
killings – page 74). Other soldiers were also present in Raglan St., Lesson St.,
Balaclava St., Omar St., Ross Rd, and surrounding area.
The purpose of the deployment of British soldiers was to conduct raids on homes
and presumably arrests. This usually meant that soldiers smashed the doors of
homes in as the occupants slept and then ransacked them. Oftentimes people
were arrested by the military and taken for questioning to interrogation centers
within military barracks. Abuse was common practice including torture.
The case of the Hooded Men11 who were subjected to a range of torture (five)
techniques by the British army and RUC during detention in August – October
1971 for which the Irish government took the first ever inter-governmental case
against the UK in Strasbourg is an infamous case of abuse.12 The case is now the
subject of a referral back to Strasbourg by the Irish government as new evidence
uncovered13 shows that the UK sanctioned the torture at Cabinet level.14 This is
crucial information that was deliberately withheld from the Commission in 1976
and from the Court in 1978 that overturned the finding by the Commission of
torture reducing it to one of inhumane and degrading treatment.
Two months previous to this October 23rd raid, August 9th 1971, raids on homes
across the North of Ireland took place in which hundreds of Catholics, mostly
males, were rounded up and several hundred interned without trial. 15 Fear was
palpable.
In Catholic areas local people including clerics, lawyers, and citizens/community
activists sought to organize to document events, lend support to one another,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFoeP0vhjhE
Statement from Company Commander of Royal Green Jackets, Christopher Campbell
Dumphie, following the shooting
11 The Hooded Men published July 1st 1974 by the Association of Legal Justice (ALJ) Fr.
Raymond Murray and Fr. Denis Faul, British torture in Ireland August, October 1971
12 Ireland vs. UK (5310/71) [1978 ECHR1]
13 http://www.rte.ie/news/player/prime-time/2014/0604/
14 http://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/the-torture-centre-northernireland-s-hooded-men-1.2296152
15 http://www.museumoffreederry.org/history-internment01.html
9
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and seek some form of redress. The Association of Legal Justice (ALJ) was
particularly active. The current Chairperson of Relatives for Justice (RFJ) Clara
Reilly, as was the previous Chairperson Monsignor Raymond Murray, were both
instrumental in the ALJ.
Women also formed the ‘Women’s Action Committee’ (WAC) providing aid to
families who had relatives interned, assisting with visits to internment camps,
provision of childcare, providing shelter, accommodation, and food to refugees
fleeing sectarian attacks, making meals and generally being on hand during the
crisis.
One tactic of WAC was to alert local people of the arrival of British troops within
areas by blowing whistles and banging dustbin lids on pavements to create an
identifiable noise. This in theory meant that people would switch on their lights,
come out of their homes, and in numbers support each other rather than leaving
some homes and families completely vulnerable to raiding parties. This very
presence was to also hopefully deter through witnesses more serious human
rights violations. It was also to warn of imminent arrests.
At a nearby house, in Balkan St. in the Clonard area and where the Meehan’s
lived, there had been a party going on where local neighbours had gathered for a
going away farewell party. Renowned Belfast singer Tony Morelli and his wife
Kathleen were set to leave for England. Jim Meehan, resident singer at the
Trocadero Club in Belfast, a friend and neighbour of the Morelli’s had also briefly
popped into the farewell party after his gig had finished.
Among those at the party where also Jim’s wife Maura Meehan, her sister
Dorothy Maguire, Florence, Flo, O’ Riordan and William, Billy, Davidson who also
doubled as Jim Meehan’s driver to and from gigs and set-up roadie assistant.
Dorothy and Maura had been in and out of the party alternating at points
between the Meehan home, with the kids who were asleep, and the party,
eventually going back to Maura’s house. Overall they consumed little alcohol
taking one to at most two drinks in total over the entire evening as confirmed in
their autopsy reports.
However, on hearing news of the British army presence Maura was called on by
Flo, both of who had formed and led the Women’s Action Committee in their area
(Clonard/Falls), and they decided to warn local people throughout the area more
generally. There had also been rumours that more widespread raids as part of
internment would this time focus exclusively on arresting women to be interned.
In preparation of such an event the women had recently acquired a Claxton horn
for alerting people concerning these rumours. However, they also required
someone to drive them around the district with the horn so they could effectively
warn as many people as possible of the heavy British army presence.
Billy Davidson was contacted and he agreed to drive them in his Ford car. Maura
Meehan, Dorothy Maguire, Flo O’ Riordan, and Kathleen Morelli all drove off;
Maura, Dorothy and Kathleen were in the back of the car, Billy drove with Flo his
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front seat passenger using the Claxton with her window down. It was shortly
before 4am.
As they drove around the area sounding the horn they passed the bulk of the
British soldiers having to also navigate their way through the maze of armoured
vehicles16 along the way, including in Cape St. It was agreed that they should go
around the area once again tracing the same route; before completing the
retracing of their original route Kathleen Morelli exited the car. As they
reentered Cape St., having previously been there and the soldiers having seen
them the first time, soldiers this time opened fire on the back of the car as it
passed by the second time.
Billy Davidson lost control and the car ran into a wall. He exited the car and
realised that Maura Meehan, aged 30-years and the mother of four children, and
her 19 year-old sister Dorothy, had been shot and weren’t showing signs of life.
Flo O’Riordan was injured in the front passenger seat with minor shrapnel
wounds to her legs, arms, face, head and lungs. However, she managed to get out
of the car and confronted soldiers where after she was taken into a house for
treatment before being taken to hospital. Billy Davidson also confronted soldiers
where the car had stopped at the junction of Cape St and Omar St. calling them
‘murders’.
He recalled that on approaching the car and realising that two women had been
shot some soldiers apologised saying we thought it was men. Billy Davidson also
recalls a soldier who was part of the troop that fired pointing his gun at him and
threatening to fire and that the soldiers who had apologised shouting an order
not to fire.17 Billy Davidson then went to alert the Maguire and Meehan families.
On hearing the shooting residents gathered at the junction of Cape Street and
Ross Street junction only to be also fired on by soldiers using rubber bullets.18 A
rubber bullet was also retrieved from the car, having been fired into it
afterwards. It is also known that the charge to fire rubber and plastic bullets is
quite large compared to regular firearms and this too would have contributed
towards lead residue within the car.

Statements by soldiers reference at least four military carriers and four parked cars in
Cape St.
17 Statement by Billy Davidson to the RUC
18 Rubber bullets are made of hard solid rubber approximately four/five inches in length
three in diameter and fired from flare-type guns at speeds of up to 130/160 MPH. Along
with the similar plastic bullet they have resulted in 17 deaths, including that of nine
children, and hundreds of serious life diminishing injuries
16
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Pictured below a rubber bullet.

Flo O’Riordan was taken to the nearby RVH hospital a few hundred yards away
where afterwards she arrested from and taken to Townhall Street RUC barracks
where she was formally charged. Included in the charges was attempted murder
of soldiers. During her interrogation RUC detectives showed her newspaper
pictures of the bodies of Maura and Dorothy. Her clothing was also seized by the
RUC for forensics. She was later released on bail.19
The immediate aftermath of the killings, misinformation & charges against
the survivors of the shooting
When the paramedics arrived they pronounced one of the women, believed to be
Maura, dead but believed they detected faint signs of life with Dorothy. They
took both women by ambulance to the City Hospital where doctors then
pronounced both dead. From there the remains were taken to Lagan Bank Road
Mortuary.20
Maura and Dorothy’s brother Michael Maguire and Jim Meehan, Maura’s
husband, later identified the bodies. Present during the identification was Harry
Taylor, a senior RUC Special Branch officer.21 Taylor was well known as he
frequented West Belfast prior to the outbreak of the conflict and knew locals,
including republicans. He then moved into the intelligence section of the RUC’s
Special Branch, which by 1971 he had held one of the most senior positions in.
Taylor’s presence has always puzzled the family.
The British army Press Office and the RUC briefed the media that a car
containing four men had fired upon them and they returned fire and that another
accomplice (Billy Davidson) was being sought by the authorities. However, Billy
Davidson and Flo O’Riordan, and indeed those at the party, and eyewitnesses had

Statement of Flo O’Riordan to RFJ 1999
Statements of paramedics to the inquest
21 Statement from Michael Maguire to Relatives for Justice April 29th 2016
19
20
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all known this to be a deliberate lie. They also claimed that the passengers had
fired bombs from the car, but later withdrew that claim.22
The next day Billy Davidson attended a community press conference organized
by the Citizens Defence Committee (CDC)23 at which he recounted the events.
Billy then went to local Priest, Fr. Alec Reid and solicitor Pascal O’Hare who both
accompanied him as he presented himself to the RUC. Billy Davidson was
immediately arrested and charged on 10 counts including the attempted murder
of 75 British soldiers, causing an explosion in a public place by the use of firearm,
firearms offences and dangerous driving. Flo O’Riordan had the exact same
charges made against her.
Billy Davidson was remanded into custody. A successful bail application was
made however once he was released he was rearrested and interned on the
prison ship the Maidstone24, docked in Belfast Harbour, where he remained until
his trial on September 25th 1972. His solicitor also presented the clothing he was
wearing for forensic testing.
With soldiers claiming that the people they had shot were males; then claiming
that they were dressed as/like men. However, pictures presented to the inquest
clearly showed the clothing of the deceased was undoubtedly female.
The case against Billy Davidson and Flo O’ Riordan, including the deceased
Maura Meehan and Dorothy Maguire being labeled gunmen and then gunwomen,
was that they had driven at speed along Cape Street with the back seat
passenger/s firing on soldiers.
Case not substantiated by evidence
However, there were no cartridge shells found in the car or bullet strikes
exterior to the car in the street or at military vehicles let alone actual bullets
recovered25 – because quite simply it didn’t happen. The broken glass from the
back windscreen of the car was found on the back seat and interior as opposed to
being on the exterior, further evidencing that it had not been broken from the
inside in order to fire out from as claimed by soldiers.
The make of car was a green four-door saloon Ford Corsair, which had a larger
rear-boot from the back windscreen to the end of the car and therefore glass
would have been deposited across the rear-boot lid including within the rearboot lid panel gaps and water channels, of which there was none.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnAnY1JAhrU) shows a video clip of a
Open letter to Royal Green Jackets Company Commander Christopher Campbell
Dumphie by the late Gerard Maguire (attached)
23 Localised groups of residents formed to prevent incursions into Catholic areas by
loyalist mobs often assisted by police (RUC) and B Specials
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulster_Special_Constabulary)
24 Because of the volume of arrests and detentions internees were also held on a prison
ship by armed British soldiers – http://www.clonesfailte.ie/the-maidstone-prison-ship/
25 Royal Military Police (RMP) and RUC investigators presented no evidence to the trial
of Davidson and O’Riordan that supported the claim by soldiers of shots having been
fired from the car or indeed from anywhere other than from soldiers
22
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similar Ford Corsair to give a sense of where such broken glass deposits would
have naturally been. This matter too formed a key part of the legal defence for
Davidson and O’Riordan.
Pictures below of the actual car when the British army held a press conference and
invited media to their barracks to photograph.

Evidence of soldiers
Of the eight soldiers that gave evidence at the subsequent trial they all claimed to
either have heard low velocity shots, saw the shots being fired from the rear
window of the car after it having been broken by the occupants in order to fire,
to one soldier even claiming that he saw Billy Davidson exit the car after it had
crashed into the wall then reenter the car for a “…minute or so…” and again
appear carrying a “…pistol…”. The same soldier, Rifleman Robert Taylor, claims
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that throughout all this time he had his gun trained on Davidson and called on
him twice to put the pistol down claiming that Davidson had made good his
escape as a crowd emerged from a house blocking his view.26 However, this
completely conflicts with the official statement of Billy Davidson as noted earlier.
Given what had happened and the manner in which some intense shooting had
just taken place by soldiers and two people lay dead, including the injured
O’Riordan, in the car this claim is an unlikely scenario. Moreover, it fits a wellversed pattern by soldiers who after shooting unarmed people subsequently
claimed that accomplices had taken a weapon or weapons from the scene or that
a ‘hostile’ crowd appeared.27
In the statement by Corporal Raymond Beadon of the Royal Green Jackets he
states that: “…the back window of the car was broken from inside the car. I saw
two flashes and heard two low velocity rounds being fired. The flashes came from
the back window of the car. I was about 10 to 15 feet away from the car at this
stage. I could see the rear window of the car. There was nothing in the way… I then
fired one round rough alignment at the left-hand wheelbase of the vehicle with the
intention of stopping the vehicle. I then pumped five rounds rapid through the back
window of the car. While firing myself I gave an order to fire and I saw a rifleman
on my left hand side fire one round and a rifleman on my right fire a further two
rounds.”
During the trial of Billy Davidson and Flo O’Riordan Beadon told the court that he
“…just opened up like Audie Murphy style and shot into the car…”28
Maura’s daughter Margaret recounted how she later asked her father who Audie
Murphy was and being told he was a decorated World War II hero and
Hollywood cowboy actor – a gunslinger.
Autopsy report
The injuries sustained by Maura Meehan and Dorothy Maguire were to the back
of the head, neck and upper body regions and inconsistent with the statements of
soldiers who claimed that they had been fired on from the back window of the
car, which they also claimed had been broken for that purpose, and that on
hearing and seeing the two low velocity shots being fired immediately returned
fire.
The autopsy reports demonstrate that all the injuries are consistent with Maura
and Dorothy being seated and facing the front of the car. Had they been firing

Statements made by 8 soldiers form the Royal Green Jackets
British soldiers and RUC have killed 367 people; the majority were unarmed civilians,
of which 75 were children. In most of these cases soldiers and police claimed that the
victims either posed a real threat or that they were armed and that the gun/s were
removed by accomplices. Many of those killed whilst armed were killed in pre-planned,
premeditated ambushes in circumstances where ample opportunity for safe and
effective arrest within the rule of law was also an option
28 Statement from Flo O’Riordan and Billy Davidson, Maguire and Meehan family who
attended the trial
26
27
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then they would have been in a kneeling position on the back seat facing towards
soldiers with injuries consistent to such positioning. Dorothy Maguire also had
injuries consistent to her being shot from her right hand side in a seated position
again front facing. Further, glass fragments were also found on the entry wounds
of both women and again consistent with the accounts of Billy Davidson and Flo
O’Riordan in that the rear window was not broken for the purpose of shooting,
they were unarmed, and they posed absolutely no threat whatsoever.29
Examining the claim by soldiers that they were fired on from the car also
raises some questions;
1. If the intention of the occupants of the car was to shoot at soldiers then
why did they drive through the area sounding a Claxton horn, as surely
this would bring unwarranted attention to the car and occupants? Soldiers
were familiar with WAC and knew the exact purpose of the car and its
occupants;
2. Why would they drive by soldiers twice if they intended shooting?
3. Why did they enter Cape St. which was saturated with armed soldiers, at
least four armoured military vehicle carriers all staggered preventing
regular vehicle and civilian movement, including four parked cars?
4. Why would they fire on soldiers from the rear of the car when they still
had to pass soldiers who were positioned ahead of them and who fired
from each side as they passed? (Noting the autopsy reports & soldiers
statements from two riflemen);
5. Why would they use their own registered car for such an attack as this
could later be traced, if it even managed to get away?
6. Why would they drive with the car lights on?
7. Why would they engage in any of the activity claimed by soldiers, as this
quite obviously would only ever have had one outcome? It is illogical and
makes no sense whatsoever.

Left inset of picture is a British army ‘pig’ carrier. There were four of these pigs, four parked cars, and 75 armed
soldiers in Cape St. at the time of the shooting. The street pictured is similar to Cape St. but slightly wider.
Nevertheless this gives a sense of proportion and perspective.

Autopsy report by the then state pathologist Prof. J Carson and dated October 23rd
1971. It is unclear if this was made available to the trial of Davidson and O’Riordan,
September 1972. It was however available to the subsequent inquest November 1972
29
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Destruction of largest forensic and ballistic exhibit/evidence
The British army later towed the car back to their military barracks at Albert
Street Mill. Noting that this car was a crucial forensic and ballistic exhibit in a
shooting that claimed two lives it was later mysteriously found in a nearby
loyalist area where it was burnt out as part of a loyalist bonfire. And with no
opportunity for independent forensic testing the clothing of both survivors and
the deceased was later destroyed.
The Trial of Billy Davidson and Flo O’Riordan
At the subsequent trial of Billy Davidson and Flo O’Riordan (September 25th –
27th 1972, Belfast), to which the eight soldiers, members of the Royal Military
Police (RMP) and the RUC detectives all gave evidence, the trial judge dismissed
all the charges against Davidson and O’Riordan with exception of dangerous
driving. The judge made no mention of the conduct of soldiers or that the
evidence presented by them raised serious contradictions when compared
against the forensic and ballistic evidence.
The trial judge sentenced Davidson and O’Riordan to the exact amount of time
each had served on remand prior to the trial.
The Inquest
None of the soldiers appeared at the inquest. Their statements were read into
the record and there was no opportunity for lawyers for the next of kin to
question them as to their evidence.
Billy Davidson and Flo O’Riordan were not called to give evidence and no civilian
witnesses were called upon.
The proceedings did not address all of the evidence; not the evidence of the
soldiers as compared to the forensic and ballistic evidence and autopsy reports;
it did not hear from any independent expert witnesses concerning the autopsy
reports; the examination of the car; positioning of the military vehicles, parked
cars; impact damage of the car as to the alleged speed it was driving at. None of
the inconsistencies were addressed.
The proceedings lasted a few hours overall.
Forensic evidence questionable
Victor Beavis, a forensic science officer for the State, provided a report on his
findings to inquest. His evidence was that tests for lead residue taken from
swabs of the hands of the deceased, indicating that Maura and Dorothy fired a
weapon/s, was positive. However, the tests were carried out a member of the
RUC on October 23rd and not presented to Beavis until the 25th.
For many this in itself would call into question the authenticity of the test and
under any ordinary circumstance would not stand up to any proper judicial
scrutiny. The Omagh Bomb trial provides one example in which members of the
RUC Special Branch had a forensic scientist, Fiona Cooper, change her evidence

15

in order to try and secure a conviction.30 This raises questions as to the presence
of senior RUC Special Branch officer, Harry Taylor, at the mortuary when Michael
Maguire and Jim Meehan arrived to identify the bodies.
Another example of tampering with evidence also emerge recently during the
much-delayed inquest into the loyalist murder of 67 year-old Roseanne Mallon in
August 1994 when it was revealed that Special Branch also had a secretive
forensics and ballistics group attached to it. Known as the Weapons and
Explosives Research Center (WERC) it had deliberately provided false evidence
on a weapon used to kill Ms. Mallon, and which also injured her sister-in-law in
the same attack on their home.31 Through WERC the PSNI told the inquest that
the weapon used in the attack had no previous use. As it turned out the weapon,
along with another also found afterwards, had a prolific history in 19 killings by
loyalists in the East Tyrone area and two attempted killings. A former police
officer from England who had examined these cases whilst working at the
Historical Enquiries Team (HET) called the coroner when he heard a BBC news
report from the inquest about the weapon having no previous history.32
Apart from how the tests were conducted there is also the matter of storage
prior to passing the samples to Beavis including why there was a delay of two
days. Further, there is also the matter of contamination and that the lead residue
being present is as equally explained as being airborne within the confined space
of the car from the shots fired into it; on the clothing too after being shot; and not
excluding that the soldiers that fired shots may have either accidentally or
deliberately placed their hands onto the deceased thus transmitting residue.
None of this was explored. For example had the paramedics been swabbed they
too would have presumably tested positive.
Residue, including the above factors, was a crucial matter in terms of the Bloody
(BSI) Sunday Inquiry where all of these areas were dealt with at length. It was
accepted in the BSI that all of the deceased, despite being labeled gunmen by
soldiers and testing positive with the same tests, had not in fact handled any
weapons.
Suffice to say that it has been established that the methodology in which such
tests were conducted, including the outcomes, are now recognized as not having
credibility and as being flawed.
In respect to Maura and Dorothy the matter is in part dealt with in the booklet
Bridget’s Daughters from pages 101-107.

30http://www.nuzhound.com/articles/irish_news/arts2007/sep4_questions_left_unans

wered_Omagh.php
31 http://relativesforjustice.com/its-the-collusion-question-in-mallon-inquest/
32 http://www.tyronetimes.co.uk/news/tyrone-news/roseann-mallon-inquest-vitalinformation-only-being-drip-fed-1-5716406
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It is also worth noting that during the trial of Billy Davidson and Flo O’Riordan,
and indeed the inquest, no civilian witnesses were called despite numerous
witnesses being present.
Many of these witnesses gave accounts that contradicted the account of soldiers.
Civilian witnesses also claimed that they heard only the shots fired by soldiers.
The coronial system in the North is completely different to that in England and
Wales whereas in these two parts of the same jurisdiction the coroner must call
all witnesses and interested parties in order to fully examine not just the actual
cause of death but also the full circumstances surrounding a death. In England
and Wales for example a jury, or a coroner sitting without a jury, can record a
variety of eight verdicts to include unlawful killing.
In the North a verdict of unlawful killing is not available despite almost 400
killings by soldiers and police in three decades of conflict.
In 1971 the Royal Military Police (RMP) took the lead investigative role having
full responsibility for conducting investigations into shootings by soldiers,
assisted by the RUC Scenes of Crime Officers (SOCO).
However, we find that soldiers were not questioned under caution. They were
often questioned as part of a group and as witnesses rather than potential
suspects where fatalities occurred. The role of the RMP was simply to record
informally accounts by soldiers of what happened.
It emerged during the Bloody Sunday Inquiry (BSI) that this position was by
agreement between the RUC Chief Constable and the General Officer
Commanding the British army in the North and that it had existed from early
1970 to late November 1972. The agreement meant that the RUC only dealt with
civilian witnesses. However, solicitors representing the families killed on Bloody
Sunday, Madden & Finucane, subsequently learned that the arrangement
continued until September 1973 by which time British soldiers had killed over
150 people. Given these conflicting dates it is quite possible that it could have
continued beyond the dates provided.
The evidence of an RMP soldier to the Bloody Sunday Inquiry summed it up as
follows: “It was not a formal procedure. I always wore civilian clothing and the
soldier was usually relaxed. We usually discussed the incident over sandwiches and
tea.”33
The reason given retrospectively by police for not investigating fatal shootings
by soldiers, despite having police primacy over the British army, was because no
one, that is a family member bereaved, made an actual formal complaint to the
police at the time of their loved one being killed; the onus resting on the next of

Witnesses INQ2052, INQ1831 & INQ3. A full transcript of their evidence is available at
http://www.bloody-sunday-inquiry.org.uk
33
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kin and not the police. This policy that also affected the Meehan and Maguire
families is altogether inexcusable.
There are only four categories that can be recorded by an inquest in the North;
natural causes; died as a result of accident/misadventure; by his/her hand
(whilst the balance of his/her mind was disturbed); execution or death sentence;
and an open verdict, where none of the above can be found.
The inquest into the killings of Maura Meehan and Dorothy Maguire returned an
open verdict.
A useful document by the Committee on the Administration of Justice (CAJ)
published in 1992 on inquests provides a more comprehensive overview.34
Relatives for Justice believes that a fresh inquest into the killings should be held
and along with the family are considering a making a Section 14 Application to
the North’s Attorney General (AGNI) to consider whether or not to direct a new
inquest. The AGNI was appointed on May 24th 2010 following the enacting of the
Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 2002 following the devolution of criminal justice
and policing to the devolved Executive.35

A picture of the funeral of Maura Meehan preparing to leave the family home
Survivors and their families targeted
Disturbingly six months after the killings Flo O’Riordan’s 13 year-old son Sean
was shot dead by British soldiers not far from Cape St. on March 23rd 1972.
While on remand Bill Davidson’s brother, Anthony Davidson, was shot dead by
34http://www.caj.org.uk/files/2013/02/26/No._18_Inquests_and_Disputed_Killings_in_

NI,_January_1992_.pdf
35 https://www.attorneygeneralni.gov.uk

18

loyalist paramilitaries at his home in Clovelly Street, West Belfast, July 20th 1972.
Soldiers would taunt his mother about the killing and that they’d get her other
son. In 1975 there was an assassination attempt on Billy Davidson at his place of
employment by loyalists who shot him several times. However, a local doctor
from a nearby general practice surgery was quick on the scene and his prompt
assistance undoubtedly saved his life.36
Subsequent investigations into the killings
In 2006 the PSNI, which replaced the RUC as part of the peace agreement of
1998, and the Northern Ireland Office (NIO)37 set up the Historical Enquiries
Team (HET)38 to conduct investigations into unsolved killings during the conflict.
Relatives for Justice supported the daughter and son of Maura Meehan to engage
the HET concerning the killings; Michael and Annemarie Maguire, a niece of the
two women, also engaged the HET. The family felt that this might potentially
provide for the first time ever a proper police investigation into the killings. In
meetings HET investigators spoke frankly about their findings expressing the
view that Maura and Dorothy were murdered but that this, their findings, would
never appear in the final Review Summary Report (RSR).39 Their honesty was
appreciated. It was the first time anyone official had ever spoken to them about
the killings.
Furthermore in late 2011 Margaret Meehan received a letter from the HET
stating that the report was completed and due for release. However, this was
then delayed without reason. Margaret was further told that one of the reasons
for the delay was due to the distressing nature of the findings. The report was
then withheld from the family and not released.40
From regular ‘off the record’ conversations RFJ staff41 and families had with
genuine officers within the HET concerning what they uncovered in numerous
State killings it was clear that the facts – the truth - was being covered up.
Noting the killing of Anthony Davidson and the attack on Billy Davidson the same
was also true of killings involving collusion by State forces with illegal
paramilitaries.

Statement by Billy Davidson to Relatives for Justice prior to the publication of
Bridget’s Daughters 1999
37 Official British government office that governed the North under direct rule from
London from March 30th 1972 until the devolved government of September 2nd 1999.
Direct rule was suspended in 1972 by London ending the unionist regime that
essentially responded with violence following civil rights marches
38 British Secretary of State Paul Murphy first announced £32 million for the creation of
the Historical Enquiries Team in March 2005. The HET began its work in 2006
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/northern_ireland/4636634.stm
39 Statement by Michael and Annemarie Maguire to RFJ April 29th 2016 – such disclosures
by ordinary detectives from England who worked at the HET was commonplace in
meetings with families at which RFJ also attended
40 Correspondence form the HET to Margaret Meehan (copy enclosed) & telephone
conversations throughout the timeframe with original investigators
41 Casework notes of conversations with HET staff on record with RFJ
36
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In 2012 the HET decided to quash its original findings into the killings of Maura
and Dorothy and to conduct a ‘fresh’ review of the killings; importantly they
appointed a ‘new team’. The soldiers responsible for the killings refused to
cooperate with the review.
No HET report was ever provided.
HET failings & HMIC findings
In 2012 Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabularies (HMIC) was called in to
examine the HET following the intervention of the NI Policing Board to conduct
an examination into their working practice and policies. RFJ had been
highlighting concerns of bias and a lack of independence by HET concerning
investigations into killings by the British army.42 Lawyers representing families
also began to raise concerns. An academic report43 had left the Policing Board in
no doubt and the Chief Constable had no alternative other than to comply with
the Board’s request as did the Department of Justice (DOJ).44 This examination
was conducted at a time when RFJ were supporting two key cases, the killing of
Stan Carberry45 by British soldiers and of teenager Gerard Gibson also by British
soldiers, both in West Belfast. Both families sought leave in the Belfast High
Court by way of judicial review to challenge the failure by the HET to effectively
investigate these killings including a failure to interview civilian witnesses who
had now come forward.46 In the Gibson case a former RUC detective involved in
the original investigation, and not made known to the family, conducted the HET
review of the killing. The cases were symptomatic of wider systemic failings.
Lawyers for the PSNI and NIO sought to mislead the leave hearings by
responding to the challenges with promises to meet the families, address and
take on board their concerns. Of course once they averted judicial scrutiny they
merely continued to delay and with plans for the court to keep under review the
HET commitments the HMIC had by this stage reported its findings, July 2013.
The two families were vindicated.

Noting that the oversight of the HET rested with senior PSNI officers, some of whom
had been previously involved in controversial police units responsible for killings and
collusion including that retired RUC officers constituted the bulk of HET staff, RFJ
published a pamphlet on the HET and need for proper independent investigations
entitled ‘Another Bucket of Whitewash’, August 2006
43 http://uir.ulster.ac.uk/2459/1/Law_and_Social_Challenges_2009.pdf
44 http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/our-work/specialistinspections/inspections-of-the-police-service-of-northern-ireland/ http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/publications/hmic-inspection-of-thehistorical-enquiries-team/ - http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/news/newsfeed/police-service-northern-ireland-improvements-still-required-over-the-waylegacy-investigation-work-is-carried-out/
45 http://belfastmediagroup.com/hope-builds-as-eyewitnesses-to-brutal-killing-stepforward/ - http://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/northern-ireland-news/legal-bid-overtroubles-killings-1-6339377
46 http://relativesforjustice.com/family-of-16yr-old-victim-of-british-army-bring-hetto-court/
42
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In summary the HMIC findings were that the HET operated a policy practice that
was illegal in law when concerning its differential approach to investigating
killings by the military when compared to other killings. It stated that the
approach to killings by soldiers was to also treat these killings less favouably.47
Consequently the HET was eventually closed down. The report into the killings
of Maura and Dorothy has never been published despite requests and meetings
with senior members of the PSNI.48
The Maguire/Meehan family has not received any information concerning the
findings of the original HET report nor is there any indication that they intend to
make it available.
Post the HET the PSNI then became critical of the HET claiming they were
‘unprofessional’ and that as such they’d have to rewrite reports before making
them public, if at all. RFJ and families feel this is a convenient approach in
concealing what some genuine officers did find prior to them having to go or
being removed from cases by HET hierarchy including those in authority within
the PSNI who had managerial and decision-making oversight of the HET.
Politicising human rights violations & legal obligations
Currently the general environment concerning legacy and how the past is dealt
with, has experienced set back after set back with several key initiatives falling
foul from a lack of political agreement between local parties, with unionists
opposed to any scrutiny of the State and republicans and nationalists seeking an
independent process.
Of course in this context it is always likely that agreement will not be reached
given the contested nature of the past and vested interest. Conveniently the UK
government has managed to insulate itself and deflect from its legal obligations
to investigate State killings by conditioning the discharge of Article 2 compliant
investigations on local agreement by the Executive parties to the devolved
institutions.
Effectively they are hiding behind unionist opposition. Many commentators
rightly see this as being a poisoned chalice for the devolved institutions and
importantly not their responsibility, as the killings occurred under direct rule
and that it is the UK government and not the devolved Executive that signs the
Convention.
This too includes the UK government stating that the local administration and
not the UK Treasury in London must also carry the financial costs and
responsibility of investigations. Naturally in such circumstances, and where
these additional costs are not covered in the block grant from the UK Treasury to
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-23576607
RFJ met with the head of the PSNI’s C2, Assistant Chief Con Will Kerr, members of the
Policing Board and a family lawyer on 11th/12/2014 at which the PSNI made a
commitment to provide families with reports completed prior to the HET being closed
down; this too included reports previously completed i.e. the original report by the HET
into the killings of Maura and Dorothy. Note of meeting on file with RFJ
47
48
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the devolved Executive and with austerity, it follows that this too increases
existing tensions between the local political parties merely adding to the
problem overall. The net-result being that we have more delay.
More recently where agreement was reached on legacy mechanisms, that also
included agreement by both governments for the first time, the UK reneged on
the deal by subsequently providing itself with a blanket veto in draft legislation
around the disclosure of information citing ‘national security’. The legislation
would have enabled an independent Article 2 compliant investigations unit with
unrestricted access to all information on killings as originally agreed in
negotiations by the UK government. It is now evident that the promise of full
disclosure by the UK government, its security and intelligence services, will not
happen.
The possible role and intervention of the Council of Europe’s Commissioner
on Human Rights
Consequently families like the Maguire’s and Meehan’s find themselves without
any remedy whatsoever for the killing of their loved ones, and given the current
approach by the UK it would seem unlikely that they will achieve a process
without the intervention of the COE. Indeed there are thousands of families from
across the community affected by all actors to the conflict that find themselves in
a similar position.
It is in this context that the Maguire and Meehan family seek to reach out to the
Council of Europe’s Commissioner for Human Rights (COE’sCHR) in the hope
that an intervention can be made to remedy this form of perpetual delay that
they and hundreds of other families face. Out of a family of eight children Michael
Maguire is now the sole surviving sibling of Dorothy and Maura. He, along with
Maura’s children and grand children, is entitled to a proper investigation.
Martina Anderson MEP, and her party Sinn Féin, hundreds of other families, and
RFJ, all find the approach of the UK to be a deliberate delaying tactic.
For information we have provided the link on Rule 9 Submissions by RFJ49, and
other NGO’s, to the Department for the Execution of Judgments of the European
Court on Human Rights. This too includes the UK responses. From our
perspective this hopefully sets out the updated situation with regards to
assisting the COE’sHRC in determining any possibly role in this case, which is
symbolic of the wider problem of delay overall in cases that number in the
thousands.

http://www.coe.int/en/web/execution/submissions-united-kingdom
Group of cases McKerr v. United Kingdom (28883/95)
Cases Finucane v. United Kingdom (29178/95), Kelly and Others v. United Kingdom
(30054/96), McCaughey and Others v. United Kingdom (43098/09) and Collette and
Michael Hemsworth v. United Kingdom (58559/09)
49

22

Conclusion
If the UK government sanctioned torture at Cabinet level, concealed that fact
from the European Commission and then the Court; if members of its armed
forces and intelligence services armed and directed illegal paramilitaries in
order to procure political assassination and sectarian murder; colluded to have
the foremost human rights lawyer in the jurisdiction murdered; if their armed
soldiers and police shot citizens, including women and children, and non-State
combatants, then fabricated the circumstances; if they perjured themselves in
the process; destroyed incriminating evidence of their actions; harassed and
intimidated witnesses; and arranged for forensic and ballistic scientists to
change evidence; all of which has happened on numerous occasions without
sanction, then it is not a stretch at all to claim that in shooting Dorothy Maguire
and Maura Meehan soldiers concocted a story to seek to try and justify their
actions. It is certainly something they are very capable of and well practiced in.

Maura Meehan & family circa 1971

Below is a link to a 6-minute recording made by Relatives for Justice to coincide
with the UN day for the Right to Truth, March 24th 2014, that features relatives of
people killed making the call for truth. Two of Maura’s children feature in the
recording.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JPg44okm2g

23

On behalf of the Maguire & Meehan family
Michael Maguire, brother of Dorothy & Maura
Annemarie Maguire, niece of Dorothy & Maura
Margaret Kennedy daughter Maura Meehan
Jim Meehan son of Maura Meehan
On behalf of Relatives for Justice, Mark Thompson – Mark Thompson
Report commissioned & submitted by Sinn Féin MEP Martina Anderson at the
request of the family
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